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THE REDCAP POULTRY CLUB 

Affiliated to The Poultry Club. 

RULES 



1. — The Club shall be called " The Redcap Poultry Club," 
and shall consist of Life Members and Ordinary Members. The object 
of the Club shall be to encourage, improve and protect the breed of 
the Redcap fowl ; to obtain classes and efficient judging at shows, 
and prevent fraudulent practices ; and to provide the best advice on 
all relevant matters for members. 

2. — The subscription of Members shall be a minimum of 5/- per 
year^ with 2/- entrance fee. If the subscription has not been paid 
by 15th November, a reminder shall be sent by the Secretary, and if 
not paid by 31st December, membership privileges shall cease. Life 
Membership, £3 3s., with entrance fee of 2/-. 

3. — Any member wishing to resign must notify the Secretary 
before 1st September, otherwise the member will be liable for the 
following year's subscription. 

4. — (a) The Officers of the Club shall consist of President, 
Secretary and Treasurer (one office), and nine members of Committee,' 
with power to add up to, but not exceeding, six new members. Four 
shall form a quorum. The President and one- third of the Committee 
shall retire annually, but be eligible for re-election. 

(6) The election of Officers and Judges shall take place annually 
by ballot paper sent out to every member of the Club at least a fortnight 
prior to the Annual General Meeting. The Secretary shall be appointed 
by the Committee. 

5.— (a) The election of members shall be vested in the Committee. 

(b) The Committee may, two-thirds of those present being in 
favour, and without assigning any reason, expel from membership 
any member whose conduct is prejudicial to the Club. 

6- — -The Committee shall, when requested to do so, endeavour to 
solve any dispute in which a member or members of the Club may be 
involved, on the disputants agreeing to abide loyally by their decision. 



RULES— con//n ued 



7. — Members must have paid their subscriptions for the year 
before competing for Club Trophies and Specials. 

8. — All Cups must be returned to the Secretary six weeks before 
the date of the Club Show, or, if requested by the Secretary, before 
the Annual General Meeting. 

9. — The Annual General Meeting shall be held before Christmas. 
Any member bringing forward any special business must give notice 
in writing to the Secretary at least three weeks prior to the meeting. 
A Special General Meeting may be called on the receipt by the 
Secretary of a requisition signed by seven members, at least three 
weeks before the suggested date of meeting, when only the special 
business will be transacted. All other matters not covered by these 
Rules shall be dealt with by the Committee at ordinary meetings. 



TABLE OF SUBSCRIPTIONS 



Ordinary Members : 5/- per year ; Entrance Fee, 2/-. 
Life Members : £3 3s. ; Entrance Fee, 2/-. 

Companies and Partnerships : 

Partnership (two names registered), 10/- per year ; Entrance 
Fee, 2/-. 

Family (two names registered), 10/- per year ; Entrance Fee, 
2/- 

Companies (secretary's name and company name), 12/- per 
year ; Entrance Fee, 2/-. 
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CLUB CUPS 



THE CLUB CUP. 

This trophy is offered for annual competition at the Club Show 
only. It is awarded to the Champion Redcap at the Show. The Cup 
is the property of the Redcap Poultry Club, but may be temporarily 
in the possession of the owner of the winning bird. The President 
and Secretary can at any time demand the return of the Cup. 

THE HEATH CUP. 

This Cup is presented to the Best Bird of the opposite sex to the 
winner of the Club Cup at the Club Show. It may be held by the 
winning member for the period between Club Shows. 

SILVER SPECIALS. 

For Club Secretaries. 

The granting of Specials is governed by these conditions : 

1. — -Not less than four Classes must be staged, i.e., two for Cocks 
and Hens, two for Cockerels and Pullets. 

2.- — All Specials must be shown in^ the show schedule and 
catalogue (and not added after first printing). 

3. — The name of the judge must be submitted with the application. 

4. — The show secretary must communicate to the Secretary of 
the Redcap Poultry Club the names and addresses of the winners 
immediately after the awards have been made. 



THE REDCAP FOWL 

STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE 



Section 1. -General Characteristics of the Cock. 

Head and Neck : Head — medium length and broad. Face — smooth 
and of fine texture. Beak — medium length ; horn colour. Eye — 
red, full and prominent. Comb — rose comb with straight leader, 
full of fine work or spikes, free from hollow in centre, set straight 
on the head and carried well off the eyes and beak ; size about 
3 J inches by 2| inches. Ear-lobes — medium size and red. Wattles 
— medium length and well rounded and fine in texture. Neck — ■ 
moderate length, nicely arched, with full hackle. 



Body : Breast — -broad, full, rounded and black. Back — broad, 
moderate length, falling slightly to tail and flat. Wings — moderate 
length, neat and fitting close to body. Tail — full, and carried at 
an angle of about 50 degrees. Sickles — broad, long and well 
arched. 

Legs and Feet.— Straight and wide apart. Thighs — short and well- 
fleshed. Toes — well spread. Shanks and toes— lead-colour. 

Shape and Carriage. : Graceful, active and well-balanced. 

Size and Weight : Medium. Cocks, 6 — 6| lbs. ; cockerels, 5J- — 6 lbs. 

Colour : Plumage — neck, hackle and saddle to harmonise. Each 
feather to have a red quill with beetle-green webbing, very finely 
fringed and tipped with black (the feathers appear to be fringed 
with red, but if placed on paper they are seen to have a black 
fringe and tip ; the fringe is almost as fine as hair). Back — rich 
red, tipped with black. W T ing bows — rich red. Coverts — rich 
red, each feather ending with a black spangle, forming a black 
bar across the wing. Primaries and Secondaries — black on one 
side, red on the other side, heavily tipped with black. Breast 
and underparts — black. Tail and -hangers — black. 

Section 2. General Characteristics of the Hen. 

Head and Neck : Beak and Eyes — as in the cock. Comb — as in the 
cock, but about half the size. Ear-lobes and wattles — as in the 
cock, but smaller. Neck — as in the cock. 

Body : Breast — full and rounded. Back — as in the cock. Wings — 
neat and fitting close to body. Tail — large and full, carried at an 
angle of about 60 degrees. 

Legs and Feet — as in cock, but smaller. 

Shape and Carriage — graceful and active. 

Size and Weight- — Medium. Hens, 5— 5| lbs. ; pullets, 4£ — 5 lbs. 

Colour : Plumage — hackle, as in the cock, but nut-brown quill. 
Back and breast — ground colour, deep rich nut-brown, free from 
smuttiness, each feather ending with a half-moon spangle. The 
markings on breast, back and wings to be as uniform as possible. 
Wing primaries and secondaries — as in the cock, wing coverts 
evenly spangled. Tail — black. 

Section 3. General Characteristics of Redcap Bantams. 

The general characteristics of bantams are the same as are laid 
down in Sections 1 and 2, both in colour and type. 

Weight : Cocks, 2J lbs. Hens, 2 lbs. 

Cockerels, 2 lbs. Pullets, If lbs. 



Section 4. Points Standard in Redcaps. 



Comb ... 


25 


Eyes ... 


5 


Ear-lobes and wattles 


15 


Tail 


5 


Legs and feet 


5 


Colour 


25 


Size, style and shape 


10 


Condition 


10 


A perfect bird to count ... 


... loo 




REDCAP COCK. Photograph by A. Rice. 

SERIOUS DEFECTS FOR WHICH BIRDS SHOULD BE PENALISED. 

Comb over ; white ear-lobes ; round backs ; squirrel or wry tales ; 
feathers on legs ; legs other colour than lead ; other than four 
toes ; crooked breast ; coarseness ; excessive fat. 



Points and defects are the same for bantams, but bantams must 
reproduce both colour and type. 

Every bird more than 8 ozs. over these weights to be rejected as over- 
weight. 

Note. — The weighing of Redcap Bantam exhibits is left to the discretion 
of the judges. 
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THE REDCAP 



The Redcap is one of our finest breeds. It is a pure breed like 
the Brahma and the Hamburg, being completely unmixed, not having 
been crossed for generations, and it is a non-sitter and a layer. 

This grand breed was by far the best laying breed in the country 
for many years, and was deservingly popular among farmers. It was 
swept from its place during the onrush of the breeds from the 



l M:TM- 







REDCAP HEN. Photograph by A. Rice. 

Mediterranean countries — Minorcas, Leghorns and Andalusians — and 
through the search following for the perfect dual-purpose fowl — 
Orpingtons, Plymouth Rocks and Rhode Island Reds. The Redcap 

could have withstood the flood of Mediterranean immigrants, but the 
reason for it being swept so completely from its place was its own 
excellence as a breeding fowl for first crosses. It is the perfect fowl 
for first cross breeding, and was used too extensively for this purpose, 
and consequently the numbers of good pure Redcap stock were too 
few for the breed to hold a worthy position before the onrush of the 
incoming breeds. 



The Redcap is one of the most beautiful of all breeds of poultry. 
It is healthy and hardy, and thrives in all parts of the British Isles. 
It has long been a favourite with poultry breeders in the exposed 
Derbyshire High Peak district. 

The breed is not without value for the table, as year-old birds 
have a very good breast. 

The Redcap is a non-sitter and an excellent layer. Every dis- 
cerning poultry keeper should keep a pen of Redcaps. Some writers 
have described the breed as good layers, but others have listed it as 
one of the five excellent varieties, namely : Ancona, Leghorn, Redcap, 
Rhode Island Red and Wyandotte. The fowl is worthy of this high 
place, and it is the intention of the Redcap Poultry Club to bring the 
Redcap to the state of utility and popularity to which the breed is 
entitled. 

It is a grand old English breed, a utility layer of the first class 
and on the show bench a bird of beauty in shape and feather. 

Average weight of eggs, 2 — 2\ ozs. 



Every Breeder of Redcaps 

Every Redcap Poultry Keeper 

should join 

The Redcap Poultry Club 

Membership, 5/- per year. Entrance Eee, 2/-. 



Enquiries or Membership application should be made to the 
Secretarv : 

FREDK. BENTLEY, 

159 School Lane, Ktngsway, Manchester, 19. 



THE REDCAP BANTAM 



There is no doubt that the Redcap Bantam will become increasingly 
popular. The beautiful rose comb and the exquisite red and black 
feathering of the large fowl is reproduced in the miniature, providing 
a charming little bird that is bound to win its way into the pens of 

bantam fanciers. 




REDCAP COCKEREL. 



Photograph by A. Rice. 



Like the large fowl, it is a good layer, and is thus particularly 
suited to the small domestic poultry keeper who, while not having 
much space, can keep a pen of bantams, receive a plentiful supply of 
eggs, and indulge his fancy by entering one of these lovely little birds 
at the local show. 

Breeders are recommended to breed down from the large fowl 
and not to introduce foreign bantam blood, which can scarcely ever be 
bred out. Bantams can be recognised as Redcaps only if true in 
colour and type. 

Average weight of eggs, 1| — If ozs. 



FOR THE BEGINNER 



By THE FANCIER. 



It is with considerable pleasure that I respond to the invitation to 
write some lines for the Redcap Standard, with the beginner in mind. 

If you are a beginner, or a poultry keeper not settled on a breed, 
let me advise you to go in for Redcaps. Here is a breed of which 
you will never tire, and which will never fail you. When in my 
twenties I read a short article in one of the weekly poultry papers 




REDCAP PULLET. 



Photograph by A. Rice, 



about the Redcap. I immediately set upon the task of establishing a 
breeding pen. I obtained the address of the Secretary of the Redcap 
Club, Mr. Young, who supplied me with a copy of the Club Standard, 
and from whom I bought a cock and two hens. I hope that this 
article may introduce others to the joy which I have known, and still 
do know, as a Redcap fancier. 
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Owing to its great beauty and its proud and pleasing posture, the 
Redcap will always be a fancier's bird, There is no more beautiful 
bird in the world of poultry, and fanciers are needed to put it on the 
show bench in greater numbers, for the sake of the breed itself and 
in order to bring some light and beauty into the lives of those who 
now wander round our shows, gazing aimlessly at the dull single- 
coloured fowls exhibited there. 

The Redcap is a dual-purpose fowl, excellent in both qualities. 
It is without superior, both on the show bench and as a layer of good- 
sized eggs. On one occasion I had three pens of birds side by side : 
seven Redcaps, five White Leghorns, and six Rhode Island Reds. 

How those Redcaps laid ! yet all the time in the other pens I had 
the usual trouble of hens stopping and starting again, and with the 
Rhodes an occasional sitter. This was not a test. It just happened 
that I had those particular pens at that time together. This experience 
is one that has been repeated by nearly every Redcap breeder, and 
requires no elaboration. There 'is no need really to publicise the 
Redcap : all that is required is that fanciers and breeders be loyal 
to the breed— trap-nesting for eggs, and keeping proper records in the 
breeding pens ; then breeders will begin to want the breed because of 
its own excellence for eggs and for the show. 

The breed has suffered like nearly all other poultry breeds from 
people who have been unscrupulous, mixing and crossing with any- 
thing and at any time ; but that day is now happily past. The 
Redcap Club is established and its members have one interest, namely, 
the maintenance of the Standard, and the widest popularity for the 
breed as layers of the first class, and as show birds of perfect 
excellence. 

Owing to its delightful colouring, the Redcap is suited to quite 
small pens, and looks well in the householder's back garden. But, 
as in other breeds, they must not be too small ; also, unless the pens are 
clean the beautiful feathers will not be at their best. Then there is 
the Bantam, Here is a treat in store ! The perfection of Redcap 
colours reproduced in a bantam is beauty indeed. What else could 
bring such perfection into a small household pen. 

The Redcap will pay in eggs all who treat it well, whether large 
breeder or small beginner, and its beauty will pay in pleasure too. 
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POULTRY HINTS 



A nest box for a sitting hen should measure about 15 inches 
square and 15 or 18 inches high. The hen should be fed once a day, 
and always on grain. 

When an incubator is used the temperature should be maintained 
at 104 degrees in a hot-water machine, and 103 degrees in a hot-air 
machine. Run it for a few days before putting in the eggs, to make 
sure that the regulating apparatus is working well. See, too, that 
the machine stands on a perfectly steady base, otherwise you will 
find that some of the chicks will be deformed. 

Once a day the drawer should be opened and the eggs cooled for 
15 to 25 minutes — 15 when the weather is cold and 20 to 25 when it is 
hot. Twice a day the eggs should be turned sideways, and not end 
over end. The cooling and turning should be done at regular times. 

Eggs for a sitting are better unwashed. Fresh eggs hatch first. 
If eggs are kept more than five days they should be turned occasionally. 

Try to select a quiet hen for sitting. 

During the frosty weather give layers warm water to drink. 

To protects combs against frostbite, give a coat of vaseline. 

Hens thrive if they can be changed occasionally off tainted land 
on to fresh land. 

Birds like feeding at regular times. Irregular feeding can mean 
irregular laying. 

Try to give forward pullets plenty of exercise. They need to 
build big frames before starting to lay. 
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John Bentley 



Breeder 



Judge . Exporter . Exhibitor 
King's Head Chick Hatchery 

AWARDS : Keighley, Bingley, Bradford Bantam, Birmingham 

DAY OLD CHICKS 
GROWING STOCK 

IN THE LEADING BREEDS 

Specialist Hatchery for 

REDCAPS . HAMBURGS 
OLD ENGLISH GAME 



All stock from healthy, selected hens 

mated to vigorous well-bred males 

of excellent type and stamina* All 

stock on free range. 



HATCHERY OFFICE: 

8 Unity Street, Myrtle Park, 
Bingley, Yorks* 



